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. Home Club Is Trying Co-operative

- Buying to Cut High Cost of Living

Spmt of Movement, Spread |
ing Among Clerks of De-|
partments, Likely to Lead!
to Vast Enterprise Em-|
bracing All Civil Ser\rlce
Employes Here. -

Hy RALPH W, BENTON.
Cutting down the hizh cost of 11\1[:!!
through co-operation (= the simple bllti
effective program that rapidly is helnx |
adapted by the thousands of govern-|
ment amploves in Washington " |
The Interior Department. through the |
instrumentality af the Home Club, an|
organization composed of employes of |
the department, taking the lead in|
Tmaints s leaderaliip, thanking sou  forlute |
the operation movement. But tn--j
invaded other departments. |

poo. and hids fair to develop before long
into a ro-operative enterprise, em- |
bracinz anll the civil service employes of |
the National Captial, and serving them
by cutting living «xpenses almost In
bal’ :
The details of the project are being |
worked o4t by the llome Club, eand when |
plang have been fully formulated and
tne enterprise has Deen given m thor-,
ather zovernment departments
urged ta take a part in the
ing scheme. To Seceretary of
Franklin K. Lane halongs,
for thia falr visien of na
of civil serviees smploves Tt
idea of a rlun

i

VS

credit

brotherhonsdg
was ha who originated the
composesd of emploayes of the Interior De-

partment. forsesing the mutual benefits
thay would arize from the facilities for:
cloger amssociation and better co-opera- |
tion |

Hopes for (ivil Service Clab. !

The Home Ciub sprang into existence |
te fill the gap which Secretary !'Jnei
degirad o ardently ta s=pan and =0 phe-|
nomenal has been its growth and fts
success that he s hopefully working for!
the organization of a civil service elub, |
rompoeed of emploves of all branches of
the Federal government in Washington. |

Ar there are 3M.25% Federal employes in
*he Nationnl Capitol, it j=2 2afe to predict |
that the membership of such a club soon
mount hotwern 10000 and 20,000,

cluh would the largest in the |

w and its activities would be pro- |
Wit Lionn te With dues of onlv $1 2 month ;
the ¢lub would have an enormous sum |
mstantly &t ita disposal to put into |

«flect it elaborate plans. One of the |
iret steps to be taken after organization |
: effected will he to request Congress to |
crant poermigelon for the utllization of |
ame loenl government reservation for |
e riction of a1 magnificent clubhouss.
structure necessarily would be one

te lareest and finest in the world

The possibilitles of such a club are
rnormous. Secretary Lane belleves the
nembels could devise a plan of co-opera-
tive huying similar to the one nmow 1n

ation at the Home Club that would

I clvil e2ervice employes to eut lv-

penses from 3 to per cent

v magnificently equipped gymnasium, |
]

FRANKLIN K. LANE, Secretary of
the Interior, who helped bring
about the establishment of the

Home Club and who has a vision of
a vast Civil Service club.

Phns Looking to Formation
of an Organization, Mem-
bership of Which Prob-
ably Would Reach 20,000,

| things provided by the club.
| arganization

a large swimming pool and A& spacious
athletic fleld would be mmong the first
Later the
select a suitable
summer use aml
Eame preperve,

would
camping ground for
would establish a largs

| Co-operative Stores a Possibility.

Before long the club would be in a po-

sition possibly to estublish w chain of
co-nperative  slores  and co-operative
lunchrooms for the usge of its members.

Fand and clothing and household prod-
ucts would be puichascd by the carloads
and would sold to members of the

‘elub at the actual cost of production plus

the item of transportatior. All
would e eliminated,

These poasibilities all smack of Utopla
on initinl Inspection. But Secretary Lane
is not & dreamer, and he believes that
all these thinzs not only are possibilities,

profits

but are inevitable probabilities. He does
not hase his veilws on fancy. He huilds
pon the actunl achievements of the

llome Club, which may be viewed as
the proposed Civil Servies Clab in minia-
ure.
Thia

cosl

Home Club is attacking the high
of living with a vengeance. It has
organized n committes on co-operation
and permanent housing. And fourteen
important subcommittees have been
formed to give consideration to fourteen
distinet phases of co-operation. FPerhaps
you will say the whole thing smacks= of
sonciallsm; perhaps you fancy that this

Already Are Being Dis-
cussed.

work of the Intericr Department em-
ployes extended to the entire civil serv-
Ice force would give the socialistic pro-
pauganda an enormous impetusgat the
fountainhead of the government. It is
immaterial. The members of the Home
Club are not concerned what people call
their plans. What they know Is that
these plans promise to cut down the
high cost of living. Consequently they
bave respect for and faith in those plans,
whether they be called soclalistic or
otherwise.

One of the most important of the sub-
committees i= that on food supply. It
s a vital work that this subcommittes
has undertaken: for it affects the pock-
etbook, and with government employes,
as with every one else, the pocketbook
comes next to the heart. Lindsay G.
Perkine, of the Pension OMce, is chair-
man. The 2ubcommittes (s composed of
nine members, one from each of the
burcaus of the department.

RBusing on Large Scale.

Far some time this subcommittee, with
the assistance of the management of the
ilame Club, has been buying food prod-
vis on R large scale for distribution
wineng members of the ciub. Butter and
~zge have heen the chief proflucts dealt
:n, mn!though a conslderahle amount of
Lacon, hams, oranges, grapefruit. and
mapie sirup also has been purchased.
The butter and egga have come prin-
cipally from North Carolina

The Home Club has purchased n de-
livery wagon, and it has been found
possible to deliver orders to the resi-

dences of membera. During the winter
months about 1,79 dozen of eggs and
1,0 pounds of butter were sold each
week. Members of the club were saved
about 1? cents a dozen on eggs and 12
cents on a pound of butter. The saving s
not so marked during the summer months
when pricea are considerably lower,
The subcomrmgittee has sent to each
member of the wlub a long printed list
of household necessities, with the re-
quest that the persons recelving them

quantities required for a
month. These lists now are being re-
turned to the subcommittese. When all
have been received the result= will be
tabulated. The subcommities then will
know exactly the amount of products
consumed by members each month.
Thiz information will form the basis
for securing bids and estimales from
packers and manufacturers

Proposea to Let BHidas.

Requerts for estimates already have
| been sent out by the subcommiltes to
packers In all sections of the United
States, from Delaware to Oregon.
plies have been received by the scores.
The subcommitiee now s in communi-

and the

THE WASHINGTON

fill in the names of the brands desired |

Re-lof the club to purchase food products

"HERALD, SL\"DAY J'ULY

active part in the project.

HOME CLUB, members of which are using the co-operative buying plan.
Insert is G. K. Weston, business manager of the club, whonuhn;an

cation with packers and manufactur-
ere who are in a position to furnish
enough to faed all Washington and to
feed the city much cheaper than it now
vis being fed. The club proposes letting
bids just the same as a hotel or a rajl-
road doeg, and the saving will be con-
siderable. .

Persons connected with many sources
nf food supply have been requested to
tfurnlsh ramples  of
goods for use in a permanent
it bhe established L the Home Club,
(This exhibit will - .ow specimens of all
the various articles of food. From time
| to time the club will hold housekeepers’
| banquets, the women members lending
help in pr-pnrmg the exhibited food
for purposes of eating., Seated at the
banquet table the members then will
|give the samplea a practical test as
to their food value

“Our plans will not necessarily effect
a revolution in e-onomic conditions™
lsald Mr Perkins vesterday, “but they
|'unll pave the way for a very declded
| saving in cost to menihers  in thelr
| households The principal object will
be to link the farm directly with the
household. This will enable members

at wholesale ra‘es plus the cost of de-
livery. When the other depariments

Reserved Seat Tickets to POLI'S THEATER
Given Tomorrow With All 50c Purchases of

and C TOILET ARTICLES

non-perishable |
exhibit

merils,

We desire to popularize more widely M and C Toilet Articles, compounded by a woman
management of Poli Theater co-operated with us—we offer this week

FREE MATINEE TICKETS WITH EVERY 50c PURCHASE OF M AND C TOILET ARTICLES.

Summer 1s the time when toilet articles are most needed for comfort, and M and C
Preparations are daintily perfumed and are well liked by women who have used them.
There is a preparation for every toilet need. Have our expert demonstrator explain their
Come Monday—buy for vacation needs and

Secure a FREE Poli Matinee Ticket ,for any day this week with every

50c purchase of M and C Preparations.

Poli Players are very popular with theatergoers.
“MILESTONES"™—a play that holds one’s interest from start to finish

HERE IS A LIST OF THE M AND C VARIETIES

The play this week is

who is an expert in this line, and as the

M and C Face Powder, Im white,
flesh, and pink, 1t stavs= on, and it=
faint fragrance make i not onlv
a T,.ll'f;;‘['_»' as W!-“.

25¢ and 50c

powder, bt

M&C
Bath Pow-
der in a

Ereat fa-

vorite
with all
the family.
Perfumes
and makes

POWDER

the bath
- - -
an unal- P—
Inved 8 ik s R g
B
pleasurs, .
Price,

30c

25¢, 30c, $1, §2

M and C Cleansing Cream
thoroughly cleanses the
ores of all impurities and
l quick in its results. Four
slzes,

«n C"

" M= 7]
TAR OINTMENT

— -

1f vour hair is falling out, go to

nnd

Price

the root of the trouble. literally, 'l;l m‘.m bair will produce a food for the skin, as
give it the nourishment It 1€ iake 1o 2ne | a]l’r“;‘:‘“hlz “Im’. e ‘. glossy effect and | rubbed In the pores
needs and which it will find in 3 druff or too much irritated skin, Wonali oy remove any tend- | 4 .. 4 proves a splen-
¥ oil, or a lack of sunburn, tired, sembling the ency to lack of lus-
and C Tar Olntment. 50¢ life in your halr, aching -petal of & _ ter to the did nourish-
Ry e o S e S ::N"Il':n}:& foet ..... rose. Price, halr. Price... ment. Price......

A drop of this
if brushed

This Brilliantine

This M and C Mas-

into the sage Cream fis a pure

THE POWDER BOX, 908 14th Street N.W.

1o

see what is being done by the Home
Club they will be eager to adopt the
same co-operative plans.™

Arranging with Farmers.

Af roon ns the subcommittes has
finighed tabulating the quantitles of
household mnecessities reguired by

members the number of food products
dealt in will be materially broadened
Before long it will be possible to get
practically article of food through
the vo-operative agency. Arrange-
ments now are being made with farm-
ers near Washington to furnish veg-
clabiles, fruits and berries at very
fow rates. There is the prospect of
members of the club soon having veg-

etables delivered to them the same
day they are gathered. Fruit and
vegetabhles will be delivered to house-

holds with the dew
is the prospect for the not distant
future., Mr Perkins feels sure that
this feature will prove particularly
attractive For the productz not only
will be cheap, but will be absolutely
fresh.

A Marviand farmer already Is plan-
ning to supply the needs of the Home
Club. He is gmetting his garden of
many acres into shape. His orchards
will furnish cheap fruit and he ex-
pects to make a specialty of berries
He will also raise a considerable
quantity of vegetables

The Maryland Agricultural College
is lending the Home Club its assist-
ance in preparing for the linking of
the farm with the home. The De-
partment of Agriculture also is giving
its advice and co-operation.

upon them. B8Such

Problem of Transporiation.

The problem of transportation now
is receiving the careful attention of
the subcommittee. One dellvery au-

! tomobile already has been purchased,

additlonal onea will he necessary
It Ila possible that parcel

but
before long

| post may be employed to some extent,

but
termined

this has not been definitely ae-
upon. The solution of the
delivery problem will depend largaly
upon the co-operation of the members
of the club

The item of expense for transpor-
tation is the only thing that prevents

| the products from being sold at
wholesala prices. The subcommittes
will do all in its power to minimise

of transportation. for If It
mounts too high, the ultimate cost
the consumer will be almost as
high as at present under the middle-
man syvstem.

The present purchasing power of the
members of the Home Club (s between
$100.000 and 520,000 per month, according
to m conservative estimate by Mr. Perk-
ins, The purchasing power of the pro-
posed civil service club would be more
than §1.000.000 a month.

But the food supply problem §s but one

this cost

| of the fourteen phages of co-operation

belng considered by the Home Club. Dr.
David T. Day, of the Bureau of Mines,

ia at the head of a subcommittes per-
fecting plans for the purchase and de-
livery of fuel to members. It is pro-

posed to buy coal by the trainload, thus
gaving consumera a considerable amount
on the ton.

Real Eatate Borean Formed.

George P. Tucker. of the Patent Of-
fice. I# chalrman of a subcommittee
which has established a houss renting
and real estate bureai. The purpose is
to bring together members who have
renl estate to mell or rent and mémbera
who wish to buy or rent. Buch mem-
bers have been requested to send to the
subcommities typewritten descriptions of
their property or wants. A complete list
haa been complled and is accessible to
members of the club, It is hoped that
commissiong may thus be saved and that
interchange of real estate property may
be facilitated.

1. B. Jeffers, of the Geological Burvey,
heads 2 subcommittes on jitney bus serv-
ice. Efforts are being made to get own-
ers of jitneys to cover routes 80 Ar-
ranged as to enable gover
to g0 to and from work In the mut.
convenlent manner. Special efforts are
being made to have jitneys run to those
sections of the city not served by the
street rallways and yet wherse many
empolyes live.

The domestic service bureau is the crea-
tion of another important subcommittes,
headed by Dr. W. A. Kinnan, of the
Patent Office. A list of servants desir-
ing employment Is being complled. Mem-
bers of the club have been msked to
notify the bureau when they desire do-
mestic help. This service is rendered

hromes for members,

George W. Evans, of tha Secretary’s
Omfice, is chalirman of a subcommittes on
sick benefit and life Insurance. Beveral
life Insurance propositions now are under
coneideration.

A “factory to consumer” service Is be-
ing established under the leadership of
Walter B. Fry, of the Indian Office. E.
J. Ayers, of the Becretary's Office, is head
of a subcommittee planning for a mer-
cantlle store service. A co-operative
hunch service may be evolved before long,
due tn the efforts of a subcommittee
headed by H. Tomlin, of the Becretary's
Office.

George S. Pope, of the Bureau of
Mines, is chairman of the subcommittiee
loonking about for a location for a perma-
nent clubh . Mra. Jennie L. Munr e,
of the Land Office, is at the head of tie
subcommittee on bullding., arrangement
and design of the new clubhouse. The
rubcommittes on ways and means of
financing Is headed by Mrs. M. H. Wor-
rell, of the Indian Offce.

At the hesd of the gentral committes on
cooperation and permanent housing is W.
A. Ryan, comptroller of the Reclamailon
Bervice. Walter 1. Swanton, of the Rec-
lamation EBervice, s secretary.

Movement Is Progresaive.

“Co-operation is & progressive move-
ment.” sald Mr. Bwanton. “Farmers have
many succesaful co-operative selling or-
ganizations, Why wnhould not the gov-
ernment employe, with his comparatively
amall fixed salary, push this co-operative
idea not oniy for a buying organization,
but in other linea of activity as well. In
a city with a population of 30,000, where
one in ten | a government emplove, and
every other family has a member work-
ing for Uncle Sam, wby should not co-
operation in its biggest and broadest
sense be made a success” Already there
are co-operative plans in operation in
several of the governmant bureaus, and
the Home (Club is conducting & success-
ful buying organization which yields
each month a considerable profit for the
club and it# members.™

“The co-operative idea is promoting so-
cial amenities nnd Is fostering genuine
American democracy,” declared Mr. Per-
kins one of the most ardent advocales
of tha co-operative propaganda. It is
breaking down the linea of mocial de-
marcation. It s making brothers and
sisteras nf the otherwise rather clannish
rivil serviee emploves, It {8 breaking
down cliques, making employes hetter
acquainted, Inereasing eMciency and de-
creasing the cost of living.”

To Offact Small Salaries. -

The co-operative buying scheme has
been devised to serve as a palliative
for the comparatively small

payment of better salariea to
Sam’'s employes =0 far has had but lit-
tla affect upon Congress, and memhers

of the Home Club philosophically have | gauol. Ernest Hare,

reached the conclusion that if it is im-
ponsible to secure
next besi thing Is the formulation of
a plan to decrease living expenses
“It iz far from the desire of the food
supply subcommittee,” said Mrs. Per-
kins, “to disturb the local retail mar-
ket or to eliminate the middleman en-
tirely. We realize that the problem of
distribution ils a serious one, and that
the middleman Is Indispensable as &

purveyor of food to many people. We
are concerned only about supplying
the members of our own club with

certain leading lines of food articles
They will have to depend upon the lo-
cal markets for many things of house-
hold use, even after our buying system
is fully established.

“But there are certain articles which
are often plentiful elsewhere, with the
market even overstocked and the prices
very low, while the prices In Washing-
ton may remain as usual. Then it will
be desirable for our membera Lo take
advantage of the situation and have
the cheap food supplies sent them
through the co-operative system. For
example. peaches, apples and other
fruits are sometimes so plentiful and
cheap in near-by States that they go
to waste for want of a paying market,
while our members continue to pay
the local prices charged, which do not
always fall to the outside level.

Can Order by Car Load.

“last winter, potatoes could be had
in New York for %5 cents & bushel, and
this year they probably will be cheaper
stil. Home Club members can order
such things by the car-load for distri-
bution in small quantities best suited
to the use of individual members and
thus save money. Having been Incor-
rorated under the laws of Congress, the
Home Club is a full-fledged corporation,
and, In point of seeking supplies. is on
the same footing as the raiiroads and
big hoteis which buy in large quantities
for their own use. In time it s expected
the club will ask blds from packers and
other producers for supplies, and re-
ceive the same conalderation In point of
wholesale rates as any other corporation.

“If, instead of 1,90 members, we had
every department represented and a
membership of 10,000 to 2000 it would
broaden our purchasing power and give
stlll greater advantages to every mem-
ber. Even In that event, however, the
local retailers would have a big army
of consumers to feed, outside of our
membearship.

“It would be much easier to establish
this co-operative buying system and se-
cure direct delivery from producer to
consumer (‘from killer to kitchen. (rom
packer to pan,' as one member expresses
it), if the ladies didn't insist on seeing
the cut they order before they pay for
it. They are right, in the main, but
it is hoped to bulld up such a syslem
of direct delivery of perfectly reliable
articles of food that the reigning goddess
of the household herself will trust the
pracker or shipper to do the right thing:
and woe unto the purveyor who palma
off inferior stuff! If the pig must be
lrought in & poke, that big must be the
best in the pen. When Business Man-
ager Weston perfects the dellvery sys-
tem. which he has so admirably begun,
I believe the householders of the club will

COUNTESS HII.KS COW
FOR WOUNDED SOLDIERS

Titled Lady Offered Her Services
Through “Personal” Column in
London Times.

London, July 10.—One of the strangw

outcomes of the present war s the
“Agony” or “Persronal” column of the
Times.

A host of new ads have crept into the
columns of the “Thunderer,” as the Lon-
don Times la familiarly called. These in-
clude passionate demands for the where-

abouts of missing ofMicers, Innumerable
requests for the loan of automobiles,
cycles, field glasses and, occasionally, a

roll of bank notes without the smallest
prospect of security or the least likeli-
hood of return.

Perhaps the crowning ad of this
new brigade of insertions was the re-
quest for the loan of “a cow in milk™

to supply fresh milk to a convalescont
hospital In France. The reply was in-
stantaneous. A remarkably fine cow
arrived well in milk. Wounded English
and French soldiers were benefited to
a surprising extent. But no sconer had
the cow arrived than susgestions of all
surts followed in quick sucession.

A lady of title—a countess—offered to
act as milkmald without remuneration.

All the latest things in pails. churns and
stools were offered at very much re-
duced prices and a farmer proposed

to knock 35 off his standard price for
any animal selected from his stock. But
the best of all was a moneéy lender who
affered a “special war rebate™ off 3 loan
to cover the cost of a first-class cow,

“Hands Up” in August.

The Measrs. Shubert announce that re-
hearsals of the elaborate musical pros
duction, “Hands Up,” scheduled for early
presentation at the Fortyv-lourth Street
Theater, have begun again Lew Filelds
will not be in the new version

The role originally intended for Mr.
Fields will be plaved by Raiph Herx Mr.

Maurice and Florence Walton still re-
main as the featured stars
Irene Franklin. alded by Bert Green,

iz a newcomer, who will alen be s=sen in
the cast.

Bobby North. Duffv and Lawrence, and
Alfred Latell complete the list of princl-
pals.

salaries | 19
now being pald. The agitation for tl'w|'Jr g

increased pay t"“"t‘l"!ﬂlt:h Frances Demarest,

be glad to give him all the orders l:he}'l

can.”

The gackwar of Baroda, whose son re-
cently graduated from Harvard, has two
solid gold guns and two sllver ones The
gold guns welgh 40 pounds each. When
the gaekwar went to meet the Prince of
Wales he took the gold guns with him teo
stalute the English prince,

“The Passing Show of 1915."
Tomorrow evening marks the heginning
of the sixth wesk of “The Passing Show

at the Winter Garden. N. Y
The principal plavers Include John

Uncle | charies Thomas, Bovle and Brazil, George

Monroe. John T Murrav. Eugene and
Willle Howard, Harry Fisher, Theodors
Sam Hearne, Ar-
Alexis Kosloff, Raodton Men-
Marilynn
Mme. Baldina,
Juliette Lippe, Helen

thur Hill,

Miller. Daphne Follard,
Frinces Pritchard,
Eley and others

Preparing Volume of Dialeet.

Louis Mann, who ls appearing in “"Tha
Bubble™ nt the Booth Theatar, is, to his
friends, a=s famous for his dialect stories
as he is for his acting. Mr. Mann has
made a study of the various American
dialects and also Is ahle to imitate tha
jargon of any hyphenated American At
present in his off hours he is preparing
a volume which shall -contain the best
dialect storles he has accumulated [n his
many years of travel, hoth ns an actor
and a private individual.

i AMUSEMENTS.
FREE

SOLDIERS' HOME MILITARY

BAND

Series of Special Ceancerts

TODAY

3:30, 5:30, 730, P:30.
At Washington's Pleasure Plare,

GLEN
ECHO
PARK

Te Which Admission Is Free.
FREE OPEN AIR
Moving Pictures

At B30 P. M. en the Minute.
OTHER FEATURES

F. KEITH’S

Daily 2:15 & 8:15.

Sunday, 3:00 & 8:13.

Matn, Z0c; Eve's, Z5e to §1.
“A Breadway Honeymoon™ Star.

THE ONLY EMMA

CARUS

IN NEW SONGS AND DANCES
An Given Last Week at Neith's
New Yeork Palace Theater.

The N. Y. Winter Garden Celebrity

Swan Wood

Fetite Premiere Danseuse.
Florence Burns and Jessie l

Eight
the

Principal Damecers, and

Pretty Ballerinas from

Metropelitan Opera Ballet In
“A Ballet nlmﬂu!-nn."

‘Ilk'll .-e‘r Qt-l‘.

HEN‘HAW‘AVBRY

“A Vauderville Table d'Hote.”

vo- [ BELLE BLANGNE, RUTH ALLEN
DAY | |45V SEN ME! & ail st week's Mty

The Coolest Lﬁfafro 11 Wastu

Ma‘hmos PaLy)




